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“I’m encouraging young people to become social business entrepreneurs 
and contribute to the world, rather than just making money. Making 
money is no fun. Contributing to and changing the world is a lot more 
fun.”

-Muhammad Yunus



THE GENESIS
Not everyone can be Gandhi, but each of us has the power to make sure our own lives 
count – and it’s those millions of lives that will ultimately build a better world.

   -- Jeffrey Skoll

With such noble thought was born the idea of UTTHAN -A Social Business Plan Competition.

Participants seeking the blessings of Goddess Saraswati

The  purpose  of  this  competition  was  to  promote  social  entrepreneurial  spirit  among  the 
management  graduates  of  India  for  developing  sustainable  marketable  and  economically  viable 
social business plans. Further this competition has provided a platform to students with passion to 
bring social revolution through their ideas.Students with the passion to bring about social revolution 
through their ideas were invited to participate in this Social Business Plan Competition.

The event was organised in three stages:

1. Submission of Executive Summary of the Social Business plan.
2. Submission of Complete Social Business Plan by the shortlisted teams.
3. Presentation of the Social Business Plan idea by selected teams before the jury and audience,
followed by a queries session.

The event got an overwhelming response from all the corners of the country. The faculty received 
110 Executive Summaries for the 1st stage from different B- Schools including IIM Ahmadabad, SP 
Jain, XLRI, JBIMS, FMS. Out of these 44 entries were considered for the 2nd stage that then sent their 
detailed Social Business Plans. The 10 best plans were selected for Final presentations all staged on 
28th January, 2011 from 9:00 AM.



THE INAUGURAL FUNCTION

The event was inaugurated by Prof. S.K. Singh, Head and Dean, FMS by lightening lamps before the 
statue of Goddess Saraswati. Other senior faculty members including Prof Deepak Barman, Prof R K 
Pandey and Prof P S Tripathi were present at the inaugural function. 

Prof. S.K. Singh, Dean inaugurating the event

In his inaugural address  Prof. S. K. Singh congratulated the participants who made it to the final 
round and welcomed the jury members and the participants. He said that this type of business plan 
competitions have been organized for last few years, but for the first time it is focusing on social 
entrepreneurship. 

Dean, Prof. S.K. Singh during his inaugural speech. Also in the photo, SAP Coordinator Prof. H.C. Chaudhary



THE PRESENTATIONS

Out of the ten teams that had qualified for the final round of the event eight turned up and each 
team presented its Social Business Plan before a three member panel of jury and other audience 
which included guests,  faculty members,  students and members of  the press.  The panel of  jury 
consisted  of  Prof  Vinay  K Nangia,  Head  Department  of  Management  Studies,  IIT  Roorkee,  Mr. 
Kamal Prakash, Chairman Jiwanram Sheoduttrai Group of Companies, and  Mr. Manoj Sharma, a 
noted Social Entrepreneur from Uttarakhand.

Jury members along with other audience during the presentations

Following  is  the  list  of  the  various  teams  and  their  respective  social  business  plans  that  they 
presented as part of the competition: 

• Piya  Chakraborty and  Prakash  Barik from  Shiva  Institute  of  management  Studies, 
Ghaziabad presented a very ambitious business plan on the social issue of AIDS Awareness. 

• Richa Pandey  from  MMM Engg.  College and  Shraddha Pandey  from the Faculty of Law, 
Lucknow University had a very unique name for their plan “Aksharangana”  - which focused 
on the development of the people in the slum areas, especially women & children.  

• B. S. Shubhram and Ayush Awasthi  from  the Faculty of Management Studies , Varanasi 
showed their mettle with their commendable and a well-structured business plan “Amogh” 
for differently abled.



• Akanksha Rao and  Nand Kishore Mandal also from the  Faculty of Management Studies , 
Varanasi  showed that solution for green and sustainable housing  is bamboo through their 
project called “Bamboo Housing”

• Chandani and Deepak Verma from Jaypee Institute of Information and Technology, Noida 
displayed the Business plan of philanthropists called as “Helpgram”. 

• Varun Sunil  and  Anuj Saxena from the  TA PAI Management Institute  Manipal, Karnataka 
presented the plan “Ordure Management Company. “

• Rajneesh Ranjan and Ankit Singh again from the Faculty of Management Studies , Varanasi 
presented a model of electronic mandi for the farmers which they named “TBIS”. 

• Ateek Agrawal, Rishabh Jaiswal and  Vishnu Kr. Agrahari  from the  Faculty of Commerce, 
Banaras Hindu University presented a very apt plan for waste paper recycling.

Ankit and Rajneesh presenting their business plan ‘e-Mandi’

Once the presentations got over the jury members gave their feedback on the different projects. 
They also shared their valuable experiences with the participants and other audience. Prof. Nangia 
urged to apply pragmatism and work with the sense of sustainability for the long term success of the 
projects.  Mr  Kamal  Prakash  obliged  the  audience  by  talking  to  them  about  the  real  time 
implementation issues related with social projects. Mr Manoj Sharma shared the experience of the 
social projects that have been undertaken by him in Uttarakhand. 



THE WINNERS

The five best presentations were given cash prizes worth Rs. 55,000. The winning teams were as 
follows:

1) First  Prize  of  Rs.  20,000  was   given  to  B.S.  Shubhram and  Ayush Awasthi  for  project 
“Amogh”

2) Second prize of Rs. 15,000 was given to  Rajneesh Ranjan and Ankit Singh for project “TBIS 
e-Mandi”

3) Third prize of Rs. 10,000 was given to Richa Pandey and Shraddha Pandey for project

“Aksharangana”

4) Consolation  prize  of  Rs.  5000  was  given  to  Chandani and  Deepak  Verma  for  project 
“Helpgram”

5) Consolation prize  of  Rs.  5000 was given to  Akanksha Rao and  Nanda Kishor  for project 
“Bamboo Housing”.

THE SPONSORS

The prizes for the event were sponsored by Hero Honda and Satyavritti Sevanidhi. 

Other supporters of the event were DQ Entertainment and Hindalco.



MEDIA  GLANCES








